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In the Thirteenth Annual Report of the Craig Colony for Epileptics 
at Songea, N. Y., it is seen that the daily average census of the colony 
has increased from 992 to 1,046. About 350 cases are low grade epileptics 
that should be cared for elsewhere, thus giving more room for hopeful 
cases. The total number of epileptics in New York State is about 16,000, 
and 2,000 of these arc. of low grade. The Superintendent, Dr. Spratling, 
says the number of epileptics is not increasing out of proportion to the 
increase of population; but he estimates a higher ratio in the community 
than the text-book ratio of 1 to 500. As to curability he quotes Dr. 
I luchzemeier that 5S7 epileptics at Bielefeld have been cured since 1867, 
and states that 5 per cent, at Craig Colony is their record. He pleads 
fur earlier admissions as affording far greater hope. The death rate from 
tuberculosis alone in this and four other institutions for epileptics averaged 
24 per cent. The general death rate from tuberculosis in New York State 
is 9 per cent. One-third of the deaths at the colony are directly due to 
epilepsy. Forty-five cases of status epilepticus occurred, of whom six died. 

The Superintendent advocates checks on the perpetuation and in¬ 
crease of the defective classes by laws preventing their marriage. He 
also suggests as a way to help check insanity, epilepsy (and perhaps drunk¬ 
enness), in their incipiency, that the State appoint eight psychiatrists, one 
for each judicial district, whose duty it would be to visit and assist in 
the early treatment of such cases, subject to the call of any physician, or 
poor person, or overseer of the poor, and paid a salary by the State. The 
money thus expended would also, lie thinks, be an ultimate saving to the 
State, presumably by shortening the time of maintenance of such cases 
iu public hospitals or elsewhere. 

The pathologist reviews the intoxication theory of epilepsy and agrees 
that changes are found in the toxicity of the blood and urine in relation 
to the attack, with changes in the substances excreted in the urine, also 
related to the attack. He agrees that there is less (even no toxicity in 
some cases), between attacks, and that an attack seems to be associated 
with an “unloading of stored poisons;” that there is hypertoxicity of the 
blood and urine preceding an attack; and that the true nature of the 
poison is unknown. 

The existence of an organic pathology of the cortex, lie thinks, is not 
yet proven. “The study of epilepsy as a disease of the metabolism, pos¬ 
sibly spontaneous within the nerve cell and possibly due to the action of 
an intoxicant formed elsewhere in the body, is the line of work planned 
for the laboratory (at Craig Colony), and is one which has always seemed 
to promise the greatest results in the end.” C. E. A. 

Uf.bf.r Storungen des Handet.n bei Gehirnkraxken. Von Prof. Dr. 
IT. Liepmann, Privatdozent an der Universitiit Berlin, Assist- 
enzarzt an dcr stiidt. Irrenanstalt in Dalldorf-Berlin. S. Karger, 
Berlin. 

Liepmann here contributes a short but highly suggestive monograph on 
disturbances of action as a result of brain disease. He pays particular 
attention to the subject of motor apraxia concerning which he lias written 
so extensively. 

Summarizing his study he says that disturbances of action as local 
signs following the destruction of definite portions of brain substance may 
lie referred. (1) To paralysis or paresis: Abolition of movement or loss 
of strength of same. (2)’ To ataxia: Mistakes in the measure of the 
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strength of the excursion, etc., resulting from the loss of the peripheral 
kinesthetic derivations. (3) To loss of the kinesthetic ideas: A condition 
not sharply differentiable from cortical ataxia-soul paralysis. (4) To 
Agnosia ("sensory” Assymboly-Apraxia in the old sense) : A loss of 
perception or recognition by intact sensations. The identification of the 
fresh impressions with the memory pictures ceases, either by reason of the 
loss of the letter (Wernicke) or’by reason of a delayed combination of 
both (Lissauer). (5) An indirect cause of disturbed action is the 
qualitative or eventually localized lapse of confined sensations: Cortical 
blindness, etc. The corresponding lapse for the kinesthetic areas is in¬ 
cluded under 2 (Ataxia). 

Between 1, 2. 3. on the one hand, and 4 and 5 on the other there lies 
still (6) a motor (innervated) apraxia: The movement is not in accord 
with the ideatory process; the cortico-muscular apparatus functionates 
well, but is not in the service of the entire psychical processes. Not caus¬ 
ing true focal symptoms, but conditioned by diffuse processes, eventually 
as general symptoms in large lesions is (7) ideatory apraxia: 1 he move¬ 
ment is in accordance with the ideational process, but this in the end, dis¬ 
turbs the design of the movement series, by transposing the main goal 
idea to a secondary or partial goal idea. Ideatory apraxia is probably a 
part of a general ideational disturbance. (Memory, attention, etc), and 
allies itself mostly with Agnosia, eventually only with an ideatory agnosia. 
He makes a differentiation in this work between motor apraxia, ataxia and 
soul pralysis. and also enters more deeply into the consideration of the 
symptom of perseveration. His main contribution consists in the separa¬ 
tion of a motor and an ideatory apraxia. 

The work is one of great originality—schematic in the Wernicke sense 
—but no one can afford to overlook it. Jei.liffe. 

Christianity and Sex Problems. By Hugh Northcote, M. A. I'. A. 
Davis Co., Philadelphia. 

The wide extension of the discussion of sexual matters betokens the 
demand of a curious public, whose erotic sensibilities have been much 
stimulated in recent years by the press, the pulpit and the stage. Northcote s 
contribution contains much that is new and little that is untrue, and for 
manv readers it will prove interesting. It has the ad van tag e of being 
modest and non-prurient, and its honesty of motive is unassailable. This 
much cannot be said for all such similar volumes. Its chief intei cst lies 
in its analogies and commentaries drawn from the. Hebrew writings con¬ 
cerning the relations of the sexes. On the whole, it is an excellent work. 

Jei.liffe. 

Studies in the Psychology of Sex. By Havelock Ellis. F. A. Davis 
Co., Philadelphia. . . 

Ellis makes another contribution to his growing list of studies. He 
here deals with Erotic Symbolism, The Unchanism of Detumescence and 
The Psychic State of Pregnancy. This terminates his series of studies 
on the usual phenomena of "the sexual process, and he promises a conclud¬ 
ing volume—one on the general problem in its social relations or the 
psychology of sex as interpreted in the light of social hygiene. 

" He includes under erotic symbolism all of the aberrations of the sexual 
instinct, although many of the phenomena have been already discussed by 
him in other volumes. . 

Exhibitionism-fetichism and like phenomena make up the early portion 
of the volume. Here are discussed a number of well known phenomena, 
and attempts are made at general explanations. 

The phenomena of detumescence are taken up for the male and female 
in the second portion. The variations in detumescence are inadequately 
yet for the purposes satisfactorily handled. The third portion is an ex- 



